Foray at Rushbeds Wood on March 20th, 2016

Penny Cullington

A select group of five of us enjoyed a fine ang drchilly morning here with a few signs of
spring to encourage us: some primroses and sordsobig from local residents — too early for any
migrants though it was good to see and hear a ravém few buzzards. | digress ..........

As expected at this time, agarics were few and&ween and it appeared to be too early for
Calocybe gambosgst. George’s mushroom) which we'’ve often recorbleck in April. We found just
three agaric specie3ubaria furfuracea(Scurfy twiglet), Flammulina velutipegVelvet shank) and 3
specimens of the miniscuMycena adscender{rosty bonnet) on the underside of a log.

Several different species of
brackets and the like were found, and it's
worth including here some details about
the threePhellinus species identified as
none of them are common and in fact
i only one of them still remains in this
genus. Phellinus pomaceus(Cushion
bracket) is a regular at this site, being
host specific to Blackthorn which
abounds in some areas. We also found
what we guessed at the time was the
much more commorPhellinus ferreus
(but now Fuscoporia ferrea -Cinnamon
porecrust) on a fallen branch, but Derek
nobly took it back to check in case it was
the very similar but rardp. ferruginosus
(but nowFuscoporia ferruginosa Rusty
porecrust). These two species are virtually
identical in the field — both occurring on
' dying or fallen deciduous wood; they also
pose particular difficulties when one tries to
' distinguish between them in the lab. Both
have sharply pointed thick walled brown
setae (hairs) in parts of their trama (tissue)
but the rarerF. ferruginosaalso has these
setae at its base where the trama adjoins the
wood (though absent here in the commoner
species). It is a skilled task to obtain a
suitably thin microscopic fragment from the
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e = : correct part of this tough woody material in
~ (9% = order to ascertain the presence or absence ofetiae@ $something |
= . usually fail to achieve), but as can be seen byeberphoto here
. 09“'@ ; e\ o & proving that it was indeed the rarer of the twocsg® he succeeded
* =) - with excellent results. He also provided me witphato of the spores.
==

5 A _ g- Above left: Fuscoporia ferruginosaon a deciduous stick; below this the dark
| = Q - thick-walled setae amongst the trama taken from theinderside of the material
Q o= D) : | (these cells are absent from this part of the fruliody in the much commonerr.

3‘ - = © (0 ferrea); at the bottom are the spores. (DJS)
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The third Phellinus species we g
found was the rarest of the thr
with only 80 previous UK.-
records and just a couple fro ,
VC24, though it was one o.ﬁs{
several species we listed which- -
were new to the site today-.=
Derek recognised and named it
instantly since he had first Com g
across it growing on a Willow
tree next to his pond at home i
Whitchurch. This wa$Phellinus
conchatus  (though now
Phellinopsis conchata— no
common name) — a species ma
often occurring on Willow as it
was here but apparently als
recorded on Birch, Poplar and

Elm. Phellinopsis conchatafound today but the photo is from material
collected at Dué&nd House in 2003 (DJS)

Now on to the ascomycetes (spore-shooters). Ouirrautoray lists are always predominantly
made up of basidiomycetes (spore-droppers includinghrooms, toadstools, brackets, jellies etc) but
in springtime the situation is reversed. ThoseMho tend to overlook the multitude of small ‘asco
when the larger and showy ‘basidios’ are in evigesuie forced at this time to start taking morerege
in dots on sticks and the like — no bad thing bseathey are equally fascinating and indeed
challenging. In fact of our list of around 50 sg=citoday the ascos and basidios are more or less
equally divided, with three slime moulds completthg picture. None of the basidios were new to the
site, but six of the ascos were, with one new @ dbunty, also two of the slime moulds. So as is so
often the case, although this is a well recordésl \8e are still adding to its known fungal diveysit
not necessarily because new species are occureng, but probably because of more diligent
searching and improved identification skills of soof us!

This is a reliable site for finding the ever-
popularSarcoscypha austriacéScarlet elfcup), and
though a bit late in the season we were not
disappointed though we only found a couple of spots
where it was still fruiting.

. Sarcoscypha austriacgrowing on a fallen rotting Willow
" stick. (DJS)

Also in spring we quite often find Morels
here but despite looking in their known spots we
failed to find any today. Another asco genus |
connect with forays here Mectria(Coral spot), and
we duly found two species dfectriabut neither had
been recorded here previously and both were spbitete sharp-eyed Claudi. He first found the tiny
red dots ofN. episphaeriagrowing onDiatrype stigmaon a small stick, and later on handed Derek a
small damaged Willow twig with some much paler grablobs attached. These Derek identified at
home ad\. pseudopeziza species with under 70 UK records and only aegipus county record, so
a nice find.




Claudi was on good form today and also handed KDardead stem ofarex pendulawith
some small black splodges which looked interestigrek worked on these as well and identified
them adArthrinium sporophleunthis species with 110 UK records but new to thenty.

Above left the Carex pendulastick with black dots of Arthrinium sporophleum and right a single dot magnified;
below are views of the conidia (asexual spores) vehi in this species appear to be attached to a sefsahyphal
‘chain’, clearly visible in both images. (DJS)

Moving on to slightly bigger dots on wood, Derelogled interest in &lypoxylonspecies on
Hazel which was clearly ndd. fuscum(Hazel woodwart) and looked very similar kb multiforme
(Birch woodwart). In fact he discovered later th@s was indeedH. multiformewhich he learnt can
occur on Hazel though is not often recorded on tiadt. | include his photos here as he has a
particularly good example of a set of 8 spore$ astitapsulated inside the ascus — this a featutieeof
majority of ascomycetes and the reason why thesg fre so classified.



Hypoxylon multiforme found today growing on
Hazel, and its spores — here seen still inside the
ascus before being expelled when mature (DJS)

We found specimens of twidiatrypella species, both quite common here — one grows tenfal
Oak and the other on fallen Willow though if onewat identify the wood they need microscopic work
to split because they appear identical in the figkis genus is one which breaks the normal rule of
having 8 spores per ascus and is described assfpmigus’, having many spores in each ascus. The
spores are slightly sickle-shapedDn favacea— the Willow species, and strongly sickle-shaped.
guercina— the Oak species.

Diatrypella quercing left showing fruitbodies both before and after
disection, and above the polysporous asci with spes mostly still inside,
but a few strongly sickle-shaped spores have beejeeted and can be seen above the no. 10 and 30. §)J

A couple more photos to share with you: Claudi ser@ a photo ofChaetosphaerella
phaeostromgno common name but we tend to refer to it as Blagvet). This is a common species
on fallen deciduous wood, and tends to vary in apgpee according to its age. Two stages of
development can be seen in Claudi’'s photo belowesbthack velvet stage and also below this the more
‘bobbly’ stage. (Apologies for the lack of techritarms, but that’'s how | remember it.)



Chaetosphaerella phaeostrom{&S)

To finish with one of the three slime moulds we eaacross, this wasgletatrichia floriformis
so named because as it matures each little bl Iveaks open rather like petals of a flower veaé
the dark orange elators (‘fluff’) which hold theosps. We actually have two for the price of onesher
because the orange poroid fungus seen at the baise slime mould i$?hysisporinus sanguinolentus
(Bleeding porecrust)

Metatrichia floriformis not yet mature, but see images below (CS)



Left: Metatrichia floriformis

showing mature sporangia
with the petal-like heads
having broken open to
reveal the orange fluffy

elators which help to
disperse the spores. Below is
a microscopic view of the
amazing long elators
wrapped in spiral bands,

and also a couple of round
spores. (PC)

Many thanks to all attendees for their diligentrebang, and also to Derek and Claudi for their
excellent photos, without which this report woulst have been possible.



